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Term 3, 2010 Newsletter

Dear Parents/Carers






 January & February 2010
Welcome
A warm welcome to Sophie, Ellie and Verity the new children joining Little Ducks this term.  We look forward to getting to know you and your families.
Snow Closures

Apologies for the closure of the pre-school over the last couple of weeks due to snow, it has been difficult to make a decision often at short notice and we would like to assure you that closing is a last resort; we really had no choice to close due to the safety of children, families and staff travelling and the health, safety and well being of everyone..  We find the best way to communicate any closure with parents is by text message, otherwise please assume that we will be open as normal.  Thank you for your understanding and patience.
Staffing 

During this term the Staffing will be:

Monday: Diane and Anita

Tuesday: Diane and Simone
Wednesday: Diane and Anita

Thursday: Diane and Alison
Friday: Diane and Deborah.
The Staff rota may change slightly this term at short notice.
Congratulations

Well done and congratulations to Anita Wickins who has completed and passed her Diploma in Pre-School  Practice level 3 qualification with a wonderful ‘B’ grade.  We are all very proud of her for all the hard work and dedication she has shown in gaining this qualification. 
Parent Helper Rota
This has now been placed in the children’s pockets and a copy is on the planning board.  Please speak to a staff member to re-arrange the date if it is inconvenient for you as the children and staff very much appreciate your help.  Remember that dads, grandparents etc can also take your place if you would prefer.  Thank you.
Early Years Foundation Stage/Key Person
Each Keyperson Staff member is responsible for getting to know their assigned child & their family, finding out about the child’s main interests and how they best learn.  Their KeyPerson will share your child’s records and notes with you regularly and plan together forward steps.  A copy of the Keyperson rota is on the planning board.  Each Keyperson is responsible for completing and updating each child’s records to share with you.  You are free to see your child’s records at any time.
Swine Flu Precautions

For your information our current plan taken from the Department of Health and Oxfordshire County Council is:

· please keep your child away from pre-school if they are suffering from any flu like symptoms and let us know that they will be absent from the sessions. 
· If a child is taken ill during the session then the parent/carer will be contacted immediately and asked to collect the child who will be kept away from the other children to reduce the risk of spread of infection until they are collected.

· Any closure of sessions due to staff illness will be notified to parents at the earliest possible time in the day.

·  Little Ducks Staff and Committee have decided to purchase protective hand gel which is placed just inside the front door of pre-school which we would encourage all staff, parents and children to use regularly.  Thank you for your co-operation.
· For further information please contact the National Pandemic Flu Service on www.pandemicflu.gov.uk or phone 0800 1513100.
Indoor/Outdoor Shoes

Please make sure that all children have indoor and outdoor shoes that are changed on entering the pre-school and are clearly labelled.  PLEASE PLACE OUTDOOR SHOES DAILY IN THE GREEN BASKET IN THE CLOAKROOM.  This will help us enormously when going out for our daily walk as getting 14 children in to their coats and boots daily is not an easy operation!  As the weather is getting colder, all children will also need a coat and gloves/hat etc. Thank you.
Book Lending Library

The children may borrow books via our lending library at any time.  Due to the number of books we have, children may borrow one book at a time for a period of one week.  If your child wishes to borrow a book from us, please let a member of staff know so that we can record it.

Theme/Topic for Term 3
Our theme for this half term is Shape and colour.  We are currently planning a range of activities and experiences for the children but would welcome any ideas you may have.  The weeks will be broken down as follows:
Week 1 – 4th to 8th January: Red and Rectangle
Week 2 – 11th to 15th January: Yellow and circle
Week 3 – 18th to 22nd January: Blue and square


(Primary colours)
Week 4 – 25th to 29th January: Green, Orange, Purple and Oval
(Secondary colours)
Week 5 – 1st to 5th February: Black and white, Triangle 
Week 6 – 8th to 12th February: Rainbow colours and 3D shapes.
We always welcome any ideas or suggestions for activities connected with the above, please speak to a staff member if you have any ideas, thank you.
Dates for your diary:

Friday 12th February: Last day of term 3
Monday 22nd February: Start of term 4
Pram and bike congestion

We have found that the entrance to the hall has become extremely congested at the beginning/end of the sessions and would appreciate your help in only bringing in prams if absolutely necessary and keeping bikes outside.  For health and safety reasons we need to keep the entrance as clear as possible.  Thank you for your help in this matter. 
Little Ducks Mobile Telephone

We now have a brand new, much more reliable mobile phone so are now able to take messages.  If your child is not going to be coming in for their session at Pre-School, please let us know so that we can record it in the register, thank you.
Important Information
If your child is being collected at the end of the session by someone other than yourself please inform a staff member who will ask you to sign the sign out book giving permission.

Current advice from the Health Protection Agency states that following a sickness/tummy bug infection children and adults should not return to School/Pre-School or work until they have been free of symptoms for 48 hours.  We would also appreciate parents not bringing siblings in to Pre-School at the beginning and end of sessions who are absent from school with the above bug. Thank you for your compliance.

Please also remember to encourage your child to find their own name card on the board in the morning and move it to the IN line as this helps greatly with the children being able to recognise their own names.

Lastly please speak to your child’s key-worker if you wish to discuss their progress or have any concerns about your child at all and we will do our best to help you.  You may see your child’s observation and assessment records that are kept about them at any time and please feel free to contribute to them.

Little Ducks Telephone number: 0776-3975633.

Website: www.littleducks.org.uk
